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1 . This international preliminaiy report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1 (a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. 


1 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. 


n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. 


m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. 


IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. 


V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. 


VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. 


vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. 


vin 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules AAbis3{c) and 93bis.\ but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 

date (Rule ^AhLs .2). 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PCT/lSA/220 



Date of mainng 

(dayAnonth/year) see form PCT/IS Afil 0 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



Internationa! application No. 
PCT/US2004A)42278 



International filing date (dayAnonth^ear) 
15.12.2004 



Priority date (dayAnonth^ear) 
07.01 .2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
G06F1/16, H04M1A)2 



Applicant 

DOW GLOBAL TECHNOLOGIES INC. 



1 . This opinion contains Indications relating to the following Items: 
H Box No, I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority _. . ^ . . , ,, u:,i»,, 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industnal applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of Invention 

H Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1 (a)(1) with -^Qard ^ "^^^^^ 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

D BoxNo.Vil Certain defects In the international application 

□ Box No. VI 1 1 Certain observations on the International application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

will not be so considered. 

whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Fonm PCT/lSA/220. 
For further details, see notes to Form PCTyiSAfi20. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 

Veilua, A 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-7025 



Form (PCTASAfiS?) (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



.A.nii-ri=M rvDiMirtM np THE International application No. 
SJtoNA? sSTbChInG authority PCT^S2004O42278 



Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 
9 With reaard to anv nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the internationai application and 
- IfefeSifJ to the"^^^^^^^ this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tab!e(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing^rnishing: 

□ contained In the International application as filed, 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. AcWitional conriments: 
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International application No. 
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BOX NO. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43i>fe1(a)(l) with regard inventive step or 
SduSrial applicability; citations and explanatio ns supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


8-12 


No: 


Claims 


1-7 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-12 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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^^^d statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 • PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2003. no. 1~2, 5 December 2003 (2003- 

' 1 2-05) & JP 2003 241 277 A (CANON INC), 27 August 2003 (2003-08-27) 
D2- PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 1 999. no. 01 . 29 January 1 999 (1 999- 
01 -29) & JP 1 0 284855 A (NITSUKO CORP), 23 October 1 998 (1 998-1 0-23) 
D3: US-B1-6 179 122 (MONCRIEF MICHAEL L ET AL) 30 January 2001 (2001-01- 

D4: DE 297 12 291 U1 (KEUTER. REINERT, 33332 GUETERSLOH. DE) 30 

October 1997 (1997-10-30) . „^ oox 

D5: US-A-5 469 982 (GORDECKI ET AL) 28 November 1 995 (1 995-1 1 -28) 



1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT. because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 

document): ^ i.- 

An impact absorbing insert (mbber member 54. fig. 1 6) for a protective case 
designed for containing and protecting a fragile article wherein the insert compnses 
one or more impact-absorbing portion (borders and button group of rubber member 
54) and one or more tethered plug (53. fig. 1 6; 38. fig. 7) for insertion into an access 
tunnel contained in a mating user defined enclosure, wherein said access tunnel 
provides access to features of the article without opening the protective case. 

1 .1 It is furthermore remarked that claim 1 is not new in the light of documents D2. D3. 
D4 as well (see search report). 

2. Independent claim 1 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 



Form PCT/1SA«37 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
pr.T/US2004/042278 



3. 



cfaim 1 1 contains no technical feature which can support an '"ventive step, m fact 
c£m 1 1 merely claims the step of stesiflDina attachment features, wrthout any 
Trthe deT^. such a step does not necessarily involve the use of technical means or 
a tthnSreffect. and therefore has not technical charachter. As a consequence, .t 
cannot contribute to inventive step. 

Dependent clairr^s 2-1 0. 1 2 do not contain any features which, in ^''^^i^^^^^^^^ 
the features of any claim to which they ^^^^^ "^""^ 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see documents D1 -D3 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 
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